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Mark 1:16 – 2:14 INTRODUCTION 
 
Last week: The identity of Jesus 
     The Christ,     the Son of God,    the Servant of God 
 
This Week:  The ministry of Jesus and our response 
 

Seven stories each worthy of their own sermon, but I want to read them all 
together to look at the big picture 

 
 
 

The Structure of this text in a Chiasm and what it tells you. 
 

See Slides  (from word study and single passage to the entire context) 
 

• Spruce seed cone, to tree, to forest, to landscape 

• Things we can learn from looking at the big picture not just the details. 
 
Big Picture in the Seven stories we read just now is structured in a chiasm 
 

• Slide #1 Rhyming of thought in and out, center key and first and last, then details 

• Show two examples of chiasm. 

• Show chiasm in our text. Show the big idea, but don’t teach the parts 
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The Authoritative Message of the Kingdom (1:16-2:14) 
 
A.  Calling fisherman to leave all to follow (1:16-20) 

• Walking by the sea. Simon & Andrew and James & John are called to be fishers of men. 
o Jesus: “As you go”;    Recipients: the higher calling of the Kingdom 

• The emphasis is the immediacy of leaving their nets to follow. (There is a back story.) 

• To follow is a) relational, b) imitational, c) means leaving all, no second thoughts. 
 
B.  Teaching with authority, casting out evil spirit with authority (1:21-28) 

• Amazed, astonished at His authority, unlike teachers of Law. 

• Evil spirit calls Jesus the Holy One of God (they speak through people) 

• Be quiet, come out! Does not permit demon to speak. Cast the spirit out. 

• Response: Amazed; What is this – doctrine? With authority His fame spread, immediately 
 
C.  Healing Accounts – Mother in law, the sick, and demon possessed (1:29-34) 

• Immediately the fever left Peter’s mother-in-law 

• The whole city came to Jesus. He healed various diseases, cast out demons. 

• Did not allow the demons to speak as they knew he was the Christ. Why?  
o a) Jesus wanted to show what kind of Messiah he was by His word and deed not 

the testimony of demons; b) He did not want the demons to declare who He was, 
creating too fast a popularity and early crucifixion. 

 
D.  Central Idea: Jesus’ maintained constant intimacy with the Father and kept moving on 

with His mission (1:35-39) 

• Spent the early hours in prayer to maintain connection with the Father – His source – 
rather than letting the demands of ministry overtax Him or sway His perspective. 

• Human need and His popularity demanded he stay, but His assignment was to go. 
 
C’  Healing Account – Leper cleansed (1:40-45) 

• Leper: An outcast. Comes to Jesus (unlawful). If you are willing; Jesus is always willing. 

• Jesus: Moved with compassion (a factor in healing). Touched. Again, immediately. 

• Was unlawful to touch a leper. OT touch a leper become unclean; NT touch leper clean. 

• Say nothing, go to priest as testimony (to show healing and grace triumphs over law) 

• He shares anyway and fame and crowds such that He cannot openly go to a city. 
 
B’  Authority to forgive sins, healing of a paralytic (2:1-12) 

• Crowds such that the friends have to lower the paralytic man through the roof 

• Their faith - demonstrated faith in Jesus compassion (willingness) and ability to heal 

• Forgives man his sins. Demonstrates a first priority in personal ministry. 

• Who is this? Pharisees reason in their hearts; must be blasphemy - only God forgives sin! 

• Jesus perceives in His spirit by the Spirit of God their thoughts. Why do you reason? 

• Which is easier…? But, so you may know I have authority to forgive sins on earth, I say 
rise up, take your pallet and go home. Again, immediately.  Amazement. 

• Also key contrast here is reasoning in hearts versus perceiving in the Spirit. This is key 
to perceive and understand what we see and hear by the Spirit, in contrast to what we 
hear and see in the natural – with reason, by human sight, or with religious paradigms. 

 
A’  Calling Levi to leave all and follow (2:13-14) 

• Again, by the sea teaching multitudes 

• He reached out to "a sinner" (Background on how tax collectors operated) 

• Saw him (horáō – discern perceive); Follow me! He arose and followed immediately. 

• Jesus sees and calls those He wants.  Following Him is greater than our occupation. 
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Key Thoughts on This Section (1:16-2:14) 
 
A. This section involves a selective presentation of events, without concern for 

specificity of the details or chronology as we are accustomed in the West, in order to 
make a main point. 

• This section is designed to show who Jesus is through healing, deliverance stories that 
demonstrate His authority as God’s Son and Messiah. 

• This string of stories ask key questions. Who is this? What is His teaching?   

• Application: We must hear by means of the Spirit not natural reasoning and respond by 
leaving all to follow Him. 

 
B. Jesus’ authority to heal and deliver is a sign that Jesus embodies the Kingdom, that 

He is the Christ, and that his message is true. 

• His authority was demonstrated via teaching, healing, deliverance, cleansing of the 
unclean, forgiving sins.  Yet, it was accompanied by compassion and spiritual sensitivity. 

• His ministry transcended the OT Law of not touching the untouchably sick, who were 
considered to be sinners, and set a new higher standard based on grace. 

• Application: Believers in Christ may operate in His delegated authority as we grow in 
our surrender, faithfulness, and intimacy with Him. 

• Application: Press after healing and deliverance as these are signs of Jesus’s 
Kingdom; but as you do so move in love and compassion and the authority of Jesus 
found through relationship with Him. 

 
C. There is an emphasis on immediacy; of Jesus’ actions, the immediacy of the miracle, 

and the immediacy of the response. 

• Immediacy in action or response is mentioned 41 times in Gospel of Mark. 

• A servant responded immediately.   It also conveys a sense of urgency. Now is the time! 

• Sense of the supernatural presence of God when there is no delay – God on the move! 

• Application: We need to respond immediately when we hear God speak to us. 
 
D. There is also and emphasis on crowds; people gathering, amazement at His works, 

people pressing in, and His fame with the masses. 

• Principle: The open and demonstrated manifestation of Jesus’ Kingdom ministry is 
attractive to people who are hungry to see God. 

• Jesus was like an Elvis Presley or Beatles of His day, not because He entertained 
people, but because  He walked in something new, not old, dry, religious and stodgy – 
but something that demonstrated God coming to help people, a manifest Presence. 

• In spite of the crowds and the demand to stay in one place. Jesus pressed on to all the 
villages to spread the message. The Kingdom moves on. 

• Application: We often feel the salvation message is confrontive and unpopular, Jesus is 
popular. Let’s expect and declare that the genuine message of Jesus will be popular. 

 

E. There is an urgency in leaving all to follow Jesus and move as He moves 

• Believers are to leave everything – occupation if necessary (fishing, tax collecting) as 
Jesus will redifine our assignment and even our family connections if necessary. 

• There is an urgency to follow; an immediacy. Sometimes we have just one chance! 

• Application: Do you sense the urgency of moving on with Jesus when He moves on?  

• Application: Based on the center: Follow into the new, don’t camp on old glory 
moments. We must not hold onto the old but let go and move into new seasons. 

 


