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Family Reflections 
 

Mark 4:1-34 (5th Message in Mark) 
 

I am going to highlight some key words that are repeated throughout 
our text with vocal emphasis.  Read it. 
 
What were the key words you heard as I read these parables? 
 
(hear/listen/understanding     seed) 
 
Name the parables – what is here?  Chiastic structure within the whole section. 
What this tells us!!!! 
 
Give Immediate Context – the gathered multitude. The rejection of Jesus by those 
bound by the OT Law, the assertion that His family are those who sit at his feet and 
listen to His words and respond by doing the word or putting it into practice. 

• The punch line: 3:31-35 Then His mother and His brothers arrived and standing 
outside they sent word to Him and called Him. A crowd was sitting around Him, and 
they said* to Him, "Behold, Your mother and Your brothers are outside looking for 
You." Answering them, He said* , "Who are My mother and My brothers?" Looking 
about at those who were sitting around Him, He said; "Behold My mother and My 
brothers! For whoever does the will of God, he is My brother and sister and mother." 

 
Remember our emphasis last week. Moving from part of the Crowd to Follower 
 
Parables Defined and How to Interpret: 
 
The word Parable in Hebrew mâshâl, Greek parabolḗ means the placing of one thing by 
the side of another either in juxtaposition or as a similitude. It is a metaphor, illustration, 
figure of speech, riddle, or enigmatic saying comparing one thing with another and 
meant to stimulate intent thought leading to action. Again, a parable is an earthly story 
or prophetic act with an intended Spiritual meaning concerning the Kingdom and it 
meant to be mined for spiritual understanding. 

• If one does not perceive the spiritual allegory, one misses the point. 

• They were intended to only be understood by those already having spiritual 
ears and eyes to perceive the truth conveyed. For those with hard hearts, 
resisting God, rebellious, or not prepared to accept or obey it, it provided a 
further basis for God issuing judgment on those who hear but do not respond to 
God’s word. The key is this latter recipient has already chosen to reject God’s 
direct teaching. See Isaiah 6:9-10.  

• The disciple must have “eyes to see” (Mk. 4:12) They must perceive with 
understanding; meaning to hear it and know fully its meaning leading to action. 

 
Throughout Hebrew history, wise men, prophets, and teachers used parables or 
allegory to teach spiritual truth. In the gospels, 30 are introduced with the term 
“parable,” but well over 50 exist. At least 30% of Jesus’ teaching is in parable form.  
Today we will learn why and how to interpret and act on them. 
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Steps or Principles for Interpreting Parables 
 
1. Note the literary setting or context of the parable. This can provide clues to the 

overall interpretation of the parable. Is Jesus answering a question? Is Jesus 
illustrating a teaching He has just given? Is the gospel writer including it where he 
does for thematic reasons? 

 
2. Seek to understand the metaphor from an historical-cultural context. Remember, a 

parable is a spiritual truth that is laid alongside a natural event so that those with 
spiritual sight and hearing may understand spiritual truth from the similitude. So, the 
starting point it to understand the natural metaphor. In other words, what did farming 
look like in Jesus’ times, or shepherding?  

 
3. Note the key words, structure, general progression, plot progress, and suspense. 

Remember parables are often stories and need to be read in this light. It is also 
helpful to note any differences in the same parable as given in another gospel.  

 
4. Note the main characters in the parable and any parallels or contrasts between 

them. The main characters often provide clues as to the main points being asserted. 
The parable may be interpreted through each of the eyes of the main characters.  

 

5. Now you are ready to look for elements of comparison, natural elements to spiritual 
elements. Seek to understand what key elements might represent based on your 
understanding of the usage of the elements elsewhere in Scripture, or the emphasis 
of the context, the question Jesus is answering, or the main point of the parable.  Be 
careful to not over allegorize your understanding with things that make sense in 
church history or to you personally. This step requires the ministry of the Holy Spirit 
in revealing to you the truth. It is the intent of Jesus for the parable to convey 
spiritual meaning and we should earnestly seek to seek and discover this meaning. 
Remember Jesus promised his disciples that to them was given the right to 
understand parables. 

 
6. Look at the parable through the eyes of the audiences and from the vantage point of 

the characters in the story. Recognize that there are at least two audiences being 
addressed by the parables in the gospels; the masses and religious elite, and the 
disciples who are supposed to glean spiritual insight from these messages. 

 
7. Observe end stress of the parable, the twist, the surprise, etc. as the clue to the 

meaning of the parable. This is called the rule of “end stress.” 
 

8. Lastly, seek to state the general theme or point of the parable. Most of Jesus’ 
parables deal with the kingdom of God, either its inauguration or consummation, and 
discipleship within the present phase of the kingdom in expectation of the 
consummation. 

 
What is the end emphasis of this set of parables? 

• Show the end emphasis in Luke 8:4-21 
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Work Through the text 
 
Parable of the Sower 4:1-20 
 
Historical-Cultural: Lessons from a farmer sowing seed  

• Farmer scattered seed from pouch by walking through a plowed field by hand. 

• Seed on path never taking root, birds steal from surface 

• Rocky, shallow soil. Limestone super prevalent and often right under the surface. 
Plant sprouts, but grows no deep root so sun scorches. 

• The seeds of thorns and thistles representing the cares, greed, worry choke plant 

• Good soil producing 30, 60, 100-fold.  30-fold is a usual harvest. 
 
Structure and end stress 

Listen. Parable given 
Jesus help us understand 

Parable explained. He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 
 

Note the emphasis and exegetical key:  

• Listen! – Draws attention to need to hear and pay attention and understand 

• Also, He who has ears hear! 
 
Disciples given grace to hear (spiritually) and understand the secret (mystery, 
that which is spiritually hidden) of the Kingdom.  

• 4:3, 9 Listen/Hear – Akouo means to hear with the ears or to understand what is 
said but usually natural hearing. 

• 4:10 Mystery - mystḗrion – something hidden, not obvious in understanding 

• 4:12 See – Blepo -To see with natural eyes 

• 4:12 Perceive – Horao to become acquainted with by experience and to look to 
or take heed to what is seen both by paying attention to it and doing what it 
requires  

• 4:12 Understand – Syniemi - to put (as it were) the perception with the thing 
perceived. Knowing the deeper nuances through spiritual perception and what 
action is required. 

• 4:13 Understand - Eido - To see or perceive the significance of or the 
implications 

• 4:13 Understand – Ginosko - to fully comprehend or know experientially, fully 
and with personal intimacy and receptivity. 

 
Jesus gives this OT quote (See Isaiah 6:9-10), actually a word of judgment to 
blind the people. So spiritual blindness has been decreed and must be reversed. 

• The reversal come through the ministry of the Messiah.  

• The Law and Satan blind eyes. 

• Hearing the word and not acting on it creates dullness and loss. 

• To see spiritually means that we perceive 

• To hear spiritually means we put revelation and insight and spiritual 
understanding alongside what we see. 

• Paul declared he was sent to open the eyes of the blind that they might see the 
light– Acts 26:16-18 
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Acts 26:16-18 -  But rise and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this 
purpose, to make you a minister and a witness both of the things which you have seen 
and of the things which I will yet reveal to you.[17] I will deliver you from the Jewish 
people, as well as from the Gentiles, to whom I now  send you, [18]  to open their eyes, 
in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that 
they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are 
sanctified by faith in Me.' 
Note also:  Spoke to all in parables as they could understand based on their ability to 
see and hear spiritually, but He explained all clearly to His disciples as it was given to 
them to see/hear. 
 
How? Once again by the Holy Spirit speaking to our minds and hearts. 

Read 1 Cor. 2:1-16  Impartation. 
 
Characters/Things and What They Stand For 

Sower = Jesus, or since He is not identified, perhaps the preacher 

Seed = Word of God 

• People with bad hearts (path, shallow soil, weedy soil) we get hearts from Isa. 6 

• People with good hearts (30, 60, 100 who receive and persevere) 

Path = a hard heart, unreceptive, unable to hear; this person is likely an unbeliever 
   Birds = Satan who steals the word 

Shallow soil = heart not going deep w. God 
   Rocks = unhealed hard areas of heart, coming as a consumer without real depth. 
   Hot sun = persecution, difficulty  
   Weeds = heart filled with worldly affections 

Good Soil = good heart, understands the word and acts on it 
The 30-60-100 fold return = Sower is looking for fruit, the fruit varies depending on 
soil and the stewardship of hearing. 

 
Viewpoint of the Audience and of the Characters in the story 

The hearers have either good soil or bad soil representing potentially three types of 
hearers: 1) unbelieving people (hard unreceptive heart), token believers (shallow soil 
and weedy soil) and persevering believers of receive and steward the word. The main 
character, the sower, is looking for fruit. 
 
Sower’s Viewpoint 

• The sower gives the word of 
God (Jesus, preacher) 

• The sower (Jesus) is looking for 
fruit among His sons. 

 

Unbeliever’s Viewpoint:   

• God’s word may be given to 
them, but it is not understood or 
received. 
 

Disciple’s Viewpoint:   

• Fruitfulness depends on the condition 
of the heart and perseverance. 

• Seek to bear fruit for the sower. 
 
 
 

• The enemy steals the word if it is not 
received. 
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End Stress 

“He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” In the Bible, this expression is found only on 
the lips of Jesus and it always relates to our need to be careful how we listen to Jesus. 
We need to listen with spiritually sensitive hearts, waiting and willing to be instructed no 
matter what the cost. Jesus also emphasized perseverance in Luke’s account of the 
parable. So, hearing with obedience and perseverance is the requirement for being soil 
that bears a good harvest. 
 
Message of Parable 
The major theme in this parable has to do with how a person listens and responds to 
the message of the kingdom (i.e., the word). There are several aspects to this theme.  
1. First, God sows his seed of the kingdom among a variety of people. The goal is 

to get fruit or a harvest. 
2. Second, the parable has much to say about the heart and the response to the 

message of the kingdom. The three types of soil represent those who through hard 
(or indifferent) hearts, superficial hearts, or hearts enmeshed in the worries and 
cares of the world. But, like the good soil, there will be those who respond with 
genuine faith that leads to obedience and fruitfulness. But even among those who 
have rightly responded to the message, there will be degrees of right response. 
Some will yield minimal fruit, others great. 

3. The key to spiritual hearing and fruit bearing is the revelation of the Holy Spirit 
and ACTING on the word.  

 

Parable of Lamp on a Stand 
• Light throughout Scripture speaks of spiritual revelation in the darkness of sin. 

It speaks of the Presence of God reversing chaos. 

• Light is meant to reveal what is hidden regarding the Kingdom. There is light in 
God’s word to reveal the Kingdom. Believers carry His Word visibly and therefore 
the light of God in them shines forth! 

• This shows Jesus wants people to hear. 

• It also shows the condition of our heart will be made known. 

• Matthew 10:27 - "Whatever I tell you in the dark, speak in the light; and what you 
hear in the ear, preach on the housetops. 

• Luke 12:3 – Therefore, whatever you have spoken in the dark will be heard in 
the light, and what you have spoken in the ear in inner rooms will be proclaimed 
on the housetops. 

• He who has ears, let him hear! 

• Consider carefully what you hear (or by the measure you use) or what you have 
will be taken. 

• Apply: When you act on what you are given, more will be given to you.  
ELABORATE. 

•  If you do not act on the at which you understand it will be taken from you. 

• Parable of the talents and minas.  

• Luke 19:17 -  And he said to him, "Well done, good servant; because you were 
faithful in a very little, have authority over ten cities.' 

• Apply: When you do not act on what you are given, even what you have will be 
taken from you.  ELABORATE. 
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Parable of Seed Growing by Itself 

• (Unique to Mark) 

• The spiritual seed of God’s word sown, will bring forth a harvest all by its 
own power. 

• In context – if it is sown in good soil! 

• Apply:  Pressure off.  God does the work, you do not.  Your only work is to 
open your heart, receive spiritual revelation and act on it. The results are up to 
God. He heals, He causes the growth.  You don’t even need to know how. It is 
simple faith which Dr. Jon Ruthven my mentor in my doctorate is hearing the 
word of God and acting on it. It brings the unseen into the seen. We know not 
how, but it happens. 

• Pray Apply. 
 
 
Parable of the Mustard Seed 

• Again, it is about the seed.  Kingdom seed is like mustard seed, smallest hardest 
to see but grows to largest plant. 

• It may look insignificant, but what seems small and insignificant has the power to 
grow into the largest plant in the garden.  6 ft. tall or more at times. 

• Zech. 4:6 

• Apply personally.  Pray apply 
 

Applicative Principles 
 
Principle: God wants to reveal truth to you as His disciple, so seek it earnestly. 
 
Principle: Hearing is positioning heart to hear, asking for the discernment of Holy Spirit, 
and when spiritual understanding comes act on it. 

• Men are unable to grasp God’s truths, apart from divine enablement. 
 

Principle: Act on what you know to be true so that more truth can be given to you and 
you can bear the fruit Jesus is looking for from your life. 

• When it comes to possessing the truths of God, we must use it, or lose it! 
 
Principle: We will not know what kind of soil men are for some time. Therefore be on 
guard against pre-judging others and simply proclaim the truth of God’s word to all. 
 
Application: For those who have heard the word of God, who have heard the gospel 
and yet have not responded, there is a clear word of warning here. To disregard the 
gospel is dangerous, for Satan will not allow the seed to remain for long and the seed 

may never be sown in our hearts again. Do you need to receive Jesus? 
 

Gospel  Zoom Call on Tuesday (Slide)   
 
Ministry 
 
Resolution to act on what He reveals. Impartation of grace 


