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Family Reflections 
 
Comment on Thanksgiving  

• What I am thankful for. 
 
Prayer for People with Various Maladies 
 
 

Mark 2:15 – 3:6 (3rd Message in Mark) 
 
Give Context  
 
1st Message: The identity of Jesus 

• The prophesied Christ, who would save Israel and the world 

• The Son of God, A Unique divine son who would be a king of both heaven and 
earth and fully represent God the Father at all time. 

• The Servant of God, who would suffer and bear the sins of the whole world and 
immediately do whatever the Father asked him. 

 
2nd Message: The ministry of Jesus 

• Jesus came to compassionately preach and do the works of God with the 
attendant authority of God the Father. His purpose was to announce that the 
Kingdom of Heaven had come to earth in His person and to call people to believe 
He was the Christ, the Son of God, and the Servant of God and consequently to 
leave everything and follow Him. 

 

• Crowds loved Him 

• Select ones that he called and others became disciples and followed him 

• Scribes and Pharisees were skeptical and reasoned in their minds about His 
identity based on what they thought they “knew to be true” so they could not 
receive Him. 

 
All four gospels by the way establish the identity of Jesus first and then, in short 
pithy stories, establish the purpose of Jesus ministry. 
 
Then all four talk in different way about how Jesus teaching on the Kingdom was 
a new epoch season and old religious tradition and understanding from an old 
epoch season needed to be set aside to embrace the new. 

▪ Matthew – Sermon on the mount All OT Law not the letter of the old, but the 
Spirit of the new as fulfilled in Jesus. 

▪ John – A carefully crafted chiasm. 

o Slide of 6 stories in John 

▪ Mark and Luke - use the same four stories as bookends with the same central 
argument. 
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In today message the structure of the entire passage I will read is Hebraic Chiasm 
 
Big Idea: Out with the old preconceptions of how God acted in the past, in with 
the new in the now season of God’s Kingdom.  

▪ Simon talked about the problem of lenses what God is going to do based on 
what God has done in the past. Even our brain expects things and screens out 
perceptions based on its expectations of past experiences. 

▪ Simon Obert: “Problems arise when we project what God will do in the future 
based on our past experiences and perceptions.” 

▪ Challenge: Will you allow God to change your wineskin and the wineskin of the 
church, so that He can pour out “new wine” of His Spirit into your life and the life 
of the church as His Kingdom moves ever forward? 

 
 
Read Mark 2:15 – 3:6 (Limit Commentary) 
 

Jesus’ argument is sandwiched between four controversy accounts. (SLIDE) 
 
A. (2:15-17) Eating Controversy #1 – Jesus Eating with sinners  

▪ The Action: Jesus reached out to a tax collector and he embraced sinners by 
eating with them which in the culture of the day was a sign of acceptance and 
friendship.  

▪ Religious Offense: Jesus is doing what the religious avoid because God is Holy 
and to be in the presence of sinners like them would condone their sin and also 
the unrighteous would defile those who came in contact with them. 

▪ Faulty Worldview: Pharisees misunderstood God’s desire to bring all men, no 
matter how broken, to a place of healing, forgiveness, restoration, and sonship. 
o Not to eat with “sinners” was a religious tradition invented by the Pharisees 

based on their faulty understanding of OT Law. We know this tradition was 
widespread because of Peter’s reluctance to eat with Gentiles. 

o But a new epoch was here and Jesus did it for a redemptive purpose.  
▪ Jesus’ Teaching: This was His mission! He came to embrace sinners. 2:17b 

o Matthew 9:13 adds Go and learn what this means; I desire mercy not sacrifice 
(Hos. 6:6). In other words mercy for the broken supersedes religious piety.  

o Jesus states a person who is well does not call for a doctor, but the one who is 
sick. I came not for the righteous (a jab at the “pious ones”), but for the sinner. 

o Jesus consistently uses an analogy of something common and understandable 
in the language of the hearer so as to make a spiritual reality relatable.  

o Sitting at Matthew’s feast, Jesus broke societal taboos and condemned the 
Pharisees’ legalistic system of attaining righteousness. The fact that Jesus 
ate with sinners shows that He looked beyond culture to people’s hearts. 
Whereas the Pharisees disregarded people because of their past behavior, 
Jesus saw their spiritual need.  

o Key is the New Covenant is radically different than the Old. Old was rules and 
regulations and how we were to be righteous. In OT - touching the unclean 
polluted you. In NT - the clean touch the unclean and save them and make 
them righteous. 

o Apply: Who do we consider that we must not associate with them? 
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B. (2:18-20) Eating Controversy #2 – Disciples not fasting as the pious Jews 

▪ The Action: Jesus’ disciples do not fast but experience continual joy, religious 
freedom, and fellowship with the Son of God, the Lord of all.  

▪ Religious Offense: This is not acceptable. Religious people are to be serious 
before God and repent continually and be somber and fast twice a week to 
worship and show devotion to God.  

▪ Faulty Worldview; The Pharisees believed man earned favor with God through 
religious devotion and not faith in the mercy and goodness of God extended as a 
gift. They did not understand the age of the Holy Spirit and the means of grace. 
o Old was rules and regulations and how we were to be righteous. Its purpose 

was to show us our own efforts were impossible. Now in new, Jesus would 
not only do it for us, but the power of His righteousness on our behalf would 
do something new. 

▪ Jesus’ Teaching: Jesus again uses a common analogy. Should the friends of a 
bridegroom fast while He is with them? No while he is with them, they celebrate 
with joy and participate in intimate friendship.  
o Note also, Jesus declares He is the Bridegroom! (OT understood God’s 

people were the spouse of YHWH). Jesus is the bridegroom, and His 
disciples are the wedding guests. John the Baptist presented himself as the 
“friend who attends the bridegroom,” which is the person we would today call 
the “best man” (John 3:29).  

o John said, “The bride belongs to the bridegroom,” and by this he referred to 
Jesus and the church, His spiritual bride, who stands by His side. John’s 
invitation, “‘Come!’ Let the one who is thirsty come; and let the one who 
wishes take the free gift of the water of life” (Revelation 22:17). 

 
C. (2:21-22) Central Argument (We’ll come back to it) 

▪ Mark 2:21-22 - The Central Argument: The nature of the old and the nature of 
the new is different. To receive the new ministry of the Kingdom, the old (which 
still has value) must be set aside; the new ministry of the Kingdom which Jesus 
offers requires a new wineskin or renewed wineskin. 

 
B’ (2:23-27) Sabbath Controversy #3 – Working to pluck grain on the Sabbath 

▪ The Action: The disciples pluck and eat grain on the Sabbath.  
▪ Religious Offense: Reaping and threshing grain were two of the 39 definitions 

of work forbidden on the Sabbath in the Mishnah; a book of traditions religious 
men added to the OT Law. 

▪ Faulty Worldview: The Pharisees understood God’s command to honor the 
Sabbath and do no work as a point of works righteousness rather than a 
command to rest in the Lord’s completed provision for mankind. 

▪ Jesus’ Teaching: The Sabbath is for man’s benefit, citing David’s OT 
precedence. Human need triumphs over religious tradition. 
o Any application of the Sabbath Law which operates to the detriment of man is 

out of harmony with God’s purpose. 
o The Sabbath was meant to serve man (the Sabbath was made for man, and 

not man for the Sabbath). 
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A’ (3:1-6) Sabbath Controversy #4 - Healing on the Sabbath considered work 
▪ The Action: Jesus heals a man on the Sabbath out of compassion and also out 

of indignation at the skeptical view of the Pharisees who are misunderstanding. 
▪ Religious Offense: Healing on the Sabbath of an individual whose life was not 

in danger was also forbidden in the Mishnah. Further offense is also taken Jesus 
claims to be Lord. 

▪ Faulty Worldview: God wouldn’t want to do good for man on a day that He is 
resting from His labor. In addition, if we work on the Lord’s day we will lose God’s 
favor because we are not doing it right. 

▪ Jesus Teaching: He is Lord of the Sabbath (meaning he is God) 
o If He, the very Lord of the Sabbath, was not offended by His disciple’s 

actions, then these sideline critics should not have been offended either. 
 

Central Idea: Receiving the New Requires Setting Aside the Old 
 
A.  An old garment cannot be patched with cloth from a new garment or both will 

be destroyed; rather set aside the old and acquire a new garment. 

• Jesus explains it this way if you have an old shirt with a big hole in it, you don’t tear 
off a piece of fabric needed for a new shirt for two reasons. 1) you ruin the new 
shirt and 2) when the old is washed and the new cloth shrinks it will tear the old 
garment in an even worse fashion. The two are incompatible and cannot be mixed. 

• There is an irony here. The patch that is supposed to fix the garment would end up 
ruining both. The new things Jesus is bringing simply cannot be wed to old 
practices and mindsets. It is new and requires new ways and new ways of thinking. 

• The Pharisees did not share this worldview. They thought the old ways of 
thinking and behaving were right, were true. They had fought to preserve them 
for hundreds of years. 

• This use of garments in the Bible often refers to one’s character. In Zechariah 3 
Joshua the high priest condition is referred to as old dirty garments and God 
clothes him with clean new ones. In Eph. 4 and Col. 3 believers are exhorted to 
put off the old self old ways, old character, or unrighteousness (put it off like an 
old garment) and put on the new. It was an exchange. Not patching new onto old, 
but discarding the old and receiving something entirely new. 

• Apply: Do we try and patch up our old character or repent and then lean on Him 
giving us something entirely new? 

 
B. No one pours new wine into old wineskins or both will be lost; rather new 

wineskins need to be acquired or old ones renewed for new wine. 

• In Jesus’ day wineskins would have been made from goatskin or sheepskin 
taken from the neck of the animal. New wine when it is first put into a wineskin 
ferments and expands stretching the goatskin. After the wine is drunk and the 
skin is empty it is now old and has no more stretch in it. If new wine were again 
put in the same skin, as the wine fermented and expanded it would burst the 
unstretchable old skin and the skin and the wine would both be lost. 

• Again, the point is clear, the gospel of the Kingdom of God (i.e new wine) is a 
new way, so the practices of old Judaism cannot contain it. Jesus presence 
requires a new way, new forms, and a new spirit. His Kingdom is expansive and 
when it comes it will break old things that are inflexible. 
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C.  Luke 5:39: No one likes the new initially, but prefers the old. 
 

Contrast of Religious Tradition with the New Covenant 
 
Slide: The Old 
 
God is… 
▪ Distant, disinterested, and uninvolved with your life 
▪ Angry with sinners, ready to judge them  
▪ Holy and exacting with rules; you too must be holy by human effort to get near him. 
▪ Saying “pull it together man,” “get a life” 
 
Leaders are called:  
▪ Experts of the law 
▪ Scribes 
▪ Teachers 
▪ Holy ones 
 
Slide: The New 
 
God is… 
▪ Near, present, ready to help, compassionate, interested in your life 
▪ Slow to anger, full of mercy and forgiveness, restoring sinners 
▪ Full of love, faithfulness and goodness towards you 
▪ God says “I’ll give you life, just receive it” 
 
Leaders are called: 
▪ Followers of Jesus – the God who saves, the Emmanuel – God with us 
▪ Sons who are ministers of mercy and reconciliation  
▪ Servants of the God who loves and forgives people 
 

Key Thoughts on This Section (2:15-3:6) 
 

1. Move past old thinking, old traditions, old God experiences in order to 
embrace the new.  

• The entire NT is 100% clear on this issue. – Romans 12:1-2, 2 Cor. 3:17-18, 
Ephesians 4:17-24 

• You must put aside old ways of thinking, your old preconceived religious 
worldviews, in order to receive the new life the Kingdom offers.  

• The Pharisees had faulty religious worldview’s that had to be laid aside in order 
to receive the new wine of the Kingdom. So do we! 

• Apply: This applies to you and I today even if you have never understood the 
nature of the Kingdom. 

• Apply: This also applies when God is taking you to new places in the Kingdom, 
or when contexts change requiring different expressions of the Kingdom. 

 
2. You cannot fit the new life of Jesus into old garments of bad habits. God is not 

trying to patch you up! Rather, God is making you entirely new.  
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• This may be a new concept for some of you. We often are so busy trying to fix 
areas of our life that we forget it is an exchanged life, not a fixed life. 

• Illustrate: “If I could just work harder, get more organized. If I could just conquer 
this sin or this insecurity, or this issue in my life!” And, so we spin our wheels 
trying to patch a new piece of cloth onto something old. 

• Apply: No. God wants to exchange something! He wants to take away the old 

• Will you have the faith to let him take something old and familiar and comfortable 
and let him give you a new sight unseen garment? 

 
3. Old familiar ways of “doing church” must be set aside to allow Jesus and His 

Spirit to do an entirely new work in you.  If you cannot make the adjustment, 
God in His mercy will not break your wineskin, but rather give you the choice 
not to receive the new wine.  
▪ One typically resists the change to a new wineskin (new ways, new forms, new 

expressions of the Kingdom), as initially you think you prefer the old wine to the 
new wine.  

▪ Learn to honor your past, while at the same time let go of old immature ways and 
embrace the grace and responsibility of the new. – 1 Corinthians 13:11-12 

 
4. Have faith that God will provide all that you need for the new season. This 

means moving from rest. - Numbers 13:30; 14:6-9, Hebrews 3-4 
 
5. Focus on the God of the new – the promises and His presence, not the past, 

the potential for your failure, your shortfalls, nor opposing circumstances – 
Numbers 14:9, Philippians 4:13 

 
6. Get your house in order, for some old baggage is not meant for the new. – 

Joshua 1:10-11; 3:2-5 
a. Ask God for wisdom in deciding what to keep from the past 
b. There is a time of purging and self-pruning to make room for the new 

 
7. Move from the position that you have already obtained your new inheritance – 

Deut. 11:24-25 (every place you tread), Joshua 1:3-5, John 14:12 

• You already have revival in Jesus, just move in it. 

• It is an expanded place, a Promised Land that the nations will stream to. 
 
 

Gospel  Zoom Call on Tuesday (Slide)   
 
Ministry 
 
Have you said yes to following Jesus? 
 
Making room for Him in the new. 


